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A Delta IV Heavy rocket launches from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station on December 10.
(Spectrum News)

Record-Breaking Liftoffs: Commercial Space Program Logs a Busy 2020

BY GREG PALLONE | BREVARD COUNTY
UPDATED 4:27 PM ET DEC. 15, 2020

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — Rocket launches have filled the skies over the Space
Coast in 2020.

What You Need To Know

® 30 launches on the Space Coast in 2020, another 5 in other states

® Included 2 crewed SpaceX missions to the ISS
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Frogram,” sald vale Ketcham oT Space
Florida.

Thirty rockets took off from Florida, five
more in other states. All commercial
launches came under the umbrella of the
Federal Aviation Administration.

"The commercial sector is leading the way in providing launch services," said
Ketcham. "Not only to the growing commercial market, but even more so they are
doing the heavy lifting for NASA and the (Space Force)."

The 35 launches is a record, topping 33 set in 2018.

Missions included the first FAA licensed crewed mission to the International Space
Station in May, cargo runs to the ISS, sending up the Mars 2020 rover in July, and
the frequent cadence of SpaceX Starlink missions, which are penciled in whenever
the launch team can get permission from the Eastern Range.

According to the FAA, it's all possible due to streamlined and modernized
regulations overseeing space launch and landings under President Donald Trump's
Space Policy Directive-2.

"We are going to get up into the triple digits on a regular basis with the number of
launches every week, and it's going to get busy out here," Ketcham said.

The Space Coast's 31st launch of the year is scheduled for Thursday December 17 at
9 a.m. SpaceX is launching a Falcon 9 rocket on the NROL-108 mission for the
National Reconnaissance Office.

The Top 5 Space Coast Launches of 2020

1. SpaceX Demo-2 Launches Astronauts into Space
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A bright spot in 2020 was the May launch of the Falcon 9 rocket carrying two
astronauts to space from Kennedy Space Center for the first time since the shuttle
program ended.

Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley were successfully carried to the International Space
Station in what was also the first commercial space mission to do so.

2. SpaceX Crew-1 Mission
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Following the successful Demo-2 mission, SpaceX followed up with its Crew-1
mission in November, sending four astronauts to the ISS this time, the first regular
crew mission.

Astronauts Michael Hopkins, Victor Glover, Shannon Walker, and Soichi
Noguchi from the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, will spend six months on
board the ISS.

SpaceX is planning Crew-2 and Crew-3 missions for 2021.

3. Mars Rover Perseverance Launched on Atlas V Rocket
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NASA sent another Mars rover to the Red Planet this year.

Mars Rover Perseverance launched on board an Atlas V rocket in July. The
difference between this rover and its predecessors are the tools on board, including
the ability to send samples of Martian soil back to Earth in 2026.

It's all part of the rover's mission to determine if life ever existed on the planet.

If Perseverance makes it to Mars, it will be the ninth Earth robot to land successfully
there. We will know if the rover made it to the planet on February 18, 2021.

e RELATED: IN-DEPTH: Countdown to Mars

4. Rare Delta IV Heavy Launch Carries Satellite
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operation. It only launches once a yeatr, if that. All of its upcoming launches in the
next few years are also for the NRO.

5. SpaceX Starlink Missions

The last launch in the list isn't one but several. SpaceX continued launches for its
Starlink missions this year, launching over a dozen missions this year and bringing
the overall total to 16.

SpaceX is sending thousands of mini-satellites into orbit to build a network that will
eventually provide internet access to underserved areas.

Starlink mission launches can happen whenever SpaceX has a chance to fit them in.
That's certainly helped Space Florida's push to break rocket launch records.

YOU MAY ALSO BE INTERESTED IN

Raja Chari: Living His Dream as an Artemis Astronaut
BREVARD COUNTY | 6 HOURS AGO
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Sunday SpaceX Launch Caps Off a Busy Week for the Space Coast
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Boeing Pushes Back 2nd Starliner Test Flight to March
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BREVARD COUNTY | 6 DAYS AGO

https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2020/12/15/commercial-space-program-logs-a-busy-2020-for-rocket-launches 7/8


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cu0mgfcvaX8KFBJqH8ALw5p3oD9iSjtBg6KW85PwLChABIP_Z4SRgifvGhPgToAHPv4mnAsgBCakC4aZUeHnCRD7gAgCoAwHIAwqqBNwCT9BHWBuVvzoc-UvFpVCt2jlWEFtxj6SUXjs8sdN34BEmcllx71W3LvuZ3aAc0UvFCkzMIp8HxlkXzQeGYgBbbKVGD4vuGag1O9wdG6MeEDywN8CFYrh875Di2XNj-HlaqDo7m0lbG9JaVGUWy-4uUahyd6WsqUVwER86aZmP51NhLKHgbw3juHVSK_w4mDR0kjUyJmda6pd_mLygIMjtvdWechXUqqbw9SGS1dPHTRGPPApuLJMpSw1Vs-SuPSYf1vbi3VUB7XtK6D8rgUMaqB1u_DCYbwNWMbeP1ePCtz_sF2PAPKj1pL0zdEaAGmypqp2q7qrz-K2AaKo46NJa2yRtVUdT6OPeKX-X5E8E4b7lQ8nn5JGSS_AmyU9rVP1OE6tfMxMImXL2SAd5rDQ1cldzH155Jb2XJtWfaVN4cBFNiRqneb9wmWDs6ILhRMKvPeIU9B7hszypBbnYwATtzvTShAPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB5nA9tgBiAcBkAcCqAfVyRuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeUmLECqAel3xuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAYIABACGA2xCQhprPgUhSUNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3obBg7mU2GUsEDSzL7mHDEhSkORA_qYrpNKOWl3pbtX1cBBJaYtn32HkJzOf9IYPU5g2Lg48XOf0htfoElpsFmAIv2svgoUgovIY50krhbYtNAN-98All5h40I0d995Em8eSMgXXOrvdJvVqchelB3ibGiWs&sig=AOD64_39LD5k_FDWeTarIlsT4dDzLEF8bw&client=ca-pub-2572892207479913&nb=9&adurl=http://www.solar-frontier.com/jpn/produce_consume/index.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiA_eb-BRB2EiwAGBnXXqLb7S-VEpKU3ybM__9t7_FSDVch2is9QrmyHL77CdmqK7hUxQyGJRoC4lgQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cu0mgfcvaX8KFBJqH8ALw5p3oD9iSjtBg6KW85PwLChABIP_Z4SRgifvGhPgToAHPv4mnAsgBCakC4aZUeHnCRD7gAgCoAwHIAwqqBNwCT9BHWBuVvzoc-UvFpVCt2jlWEFtxj6SUXjs8sdN34BEmcllx71W3LvuZ3aAc0UvFCkzMIp8HxlkXzQeGYgBbbKVGD4vuGag1O9wdG6MeEDywN8CFYrh875Di2XNj-HlaqDo7m0lbG9JaVGUWy-4uUahyd6WsqUVwER86aZmP51NhLKHgbw3juHVSK_w4mDR0kjUyJmda6pd_mLygIMjtvdWechXUqqbw9SGS1dPHTRGPPApuLJMpSw1Vs-SuPSYf1vbi3VUB7XtK6D8rgUMaqB1u_DCYbwNWMbeP1ePCtz_sF2PAPKj1pL0zdEaAGmypqp2q7qrz-K2AaKo46NJa2yRtVUdT6OPeKX-X5E8E4b7lQ8nn5JGSS_AmyU9rVP1OE6tfMxMImXL2SAd5rDQ1cldzH155Jb2XJtWfaVN4cBFNiRqneb9wmWDs6ILhRMKvPeIU9B7hszypBbnYwATtzvTShAPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB5nA9tgBiAcBkAcCqAfVyRuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeUmLECqAel3xuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAYIABACGA2xCQhprPgUhSUNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3obBg7mU2GUsEDSzL7mHDEhSkORA_qYrpNKOWl3pbtX1cBBJaYtn32HkJzOf9IYPU5g2Lg48XOf0htfoElpsFmAIv2svgoUgovIY50krhbYtNAN-98All5h40I0d995Em8eSMgXXOrvdJvVqchelB3ibGiWs&sig=AOD64_39LD5k_FDWeTarIlsT4dDzLEF8bw&client=ca-pub-2572892207479913&nb=0&adurl=http://www.solar-frontier.com/jpn/produce_consume/index.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiA_eb-BRB2EiwAGBnXXqLb7S-VEpKU3ybM__9t7_FSDVch2is9QrmyHL77CdmqK7hUxQyGJRoC4lgQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cu0mgfcvaX8KFBJqH8ALw5p3oD9iSjtBg6KW85PwLChABIP_Z4SRgifvGhPgToAHPv4mnAsgBCakC4aZUeHnCRD7gAgCoAwHIAwqqBNwCT9BHWBuVvzoc-UvFpVCt2jlWEFtxj6SUXjs8sdN34BEmcllx71W3LvuZ3aAc0UvFCkzMIp8HxlkXzQeGYgBbbKVGD4vuGag1O9wdG6MeEDywN8CFYrh875Di2XNj-HlaqDo7m0lbG9JaVGUWy-4uUahyd6WsqUVwER86aZmP51NhLKHgbw3juHVSK_w4mDR0kjUyJmda6pd_mLygIMjtvdWechXUqqbw9SGS1dPHTRGPPApuLJMpSw1Vs-SuPSYf1vbi3VUB7XtK6D8rgUMaqB1u_DCYbwNWMbeP1ePCtz_sF2PAPKj1pL0zdEaAGmypqp2q7qrz-K2AaKo46NJa2yRtVUdT6OPeKX-X5E8E4b7lQ8nn5JGSS_AmyU9rVP1OE6tfMxMImXL2SAd5rDQ1cldzH155Jb2XJtWfaVN4cBFNiRqneb9wmWDs6ILhRMKvPeIU9B7hszypBbnYwATtzvTShAPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB5nA9tgBiAcBkAcCqAfVyRuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeUmLECqAel3xuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAYIABACGA2xCQhprPgUhSUNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3obBg7mU2GUsEDSzL7mHDEhSkORA_qYrpNKOWl3pbtX1cBBJaYtn32HkJzOf9IYPU5g2Lg48XOf0htfoElpsFmAIv2svgoUgovIY50krhbYtNAN-98All5h40I0d995Em8eSMgXXOrvdJvVqchelB3ibGiWs&sig=AOD64_39LD5k_FDWeTarIlsT4dDzLEF8bw&client=ca-pub-2572892207479913&nb=7&adurl=http://www.solar-frontier.com/jpn/produce_consume/index.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiA_eb-BRB2EiwAGBnXXqLb7S-VEpKU3ybM__9t7_FSDVch2is9QrmyHL77CdmqK7hUxQyGJRoC4lgQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cu0mgfcvaX8KFBJqH8ALw5p3oD9iSjtBg6KW85PwLChABIP_Z4SRgifvGhPgToAHPv4mnAsgBCakC4aZUeHnCRD7gAgCoAwHIAwqqBNwCT9BHWBuVvzoc-UvFpVCt2jlWEFtxj6SUXjs8sdN34BEmcllx71W3LvuZ3aAc0UvFCkzMIp8HxlkXzQeGYgBbbKVGD4vuGag1O9wdG6MeEDywN8CFYrh875Di2XNj-HlaqDo7m0lbG9JaVGUWy-4uUahyd6WsqUVwER86aZmP51NhLKHgbw3juHVSK_w4mDR0kjUyJmda6pd_mLygIMjtvdWechXUqqbw9SGS1dPHTRGPPApuLJMpSw1Vs-SuPSYf1vbi3VUB7XtK6D8rgUMaqB1u_DCYbwNWMbeP1ePCtz_sF2PAPKj1pL0zdEaAGmypqp2q7qrz-K2AaKo46NJa2yRtVUdT6OPeKX-X5E8E4b7lQ8nn5JGSS_AmyU9rVP1OE6tfMxMImXL2SAd5rDQ1cldzH155Jb2XJtWfaVN4cBFNiRqneb9wmWDs6ILhRMKvPeIU9B7hszypBbnYwATtzvTShAPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB5nA9tgBiAcBkAcCqAfVyRuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeUmLECqAel3xuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAYIABACGA2xCQhprPgUhSUNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3obBg7mU2GUsEDSzL7mHDEhSkORA_qYrpNKOWl3pbtX1cBBJaYtn32HkJzOf9IYPU5g2Lg48XOf0htfoElpsFmAIv2svgoUgovIY50krhbYtNAN-98All5h40I0d995Em8eSMgXXOrvdJvVqchelB3ibGiWs&sig=AOD64_39LD5k_FDWeTarIlsT4dDzLEF8bw&client=ca-pub-2572892207479913&nb=1&adurl=http://www.solar-frontier.com/jpn/produce_consume/index.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiA_eb-BRB2EiwAGBnXXqLb7S-VEpKU3ybM__9t7_FSDVch2is9QrmyHL77CdmqK7hUxQyGJRoC4lgQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cu0mgfcvaX8KFBJqH8ALw5p3oD9iSjtBg6KW85PwLChABIP_Z4SRgifvGhPgToAHPv4mnAsgBCakC4aZUeHnCRD7gAgCoAwHIAwqqBNwCT9BHWBuVvzoc-UvFpVCt2jlWEFtxj6SUXjs8sdN34BEmcllx71W3LvuZ3aAc0UvFCkzMIp8HxlkXzQeGYgBbbKVGD4vuGag1O9wdG6MeEDywN8CFYrh875Di2XNj-HlaqDo7m0lbG9JaVGUWy-4uUahyd6WsqUVwER86aZmP51NhLKHgbw3juHVSK_w4mDR0kjUyJmda6pd_mLygIMjtvdWechXUqqbw9SGS1dPHTRGPPApuLJMpSw1Vs-SuPSYf1vbi3VUB7XtK6D8rgUMaqB1u_DCYbwNWMbeP1ePCtz_sF2PAPKj1pL0zdEaAGmypqp2q7qrz-K2AaKo46NJa2yRtVUdT6OPeKX-X5E8E4b7lQ8nn5JGSS_AmyU9rVP1OE6tfMxMImXL2SAd5rDQ1cldzH155Jb2XJtWfaVN4cBFNiRqneb9wmWDs6ILhRMKvPeIU9B7hszypBbnYwATtzvTShAPgBAGQBgGgBi6AB5nA9tgBiAcBkAcCqAfVyRuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeUmLECqAel3xuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwDSCAYIABACGA2xCQhprPgUhSUNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3obBg7mU2GUsEDSzL7mHDEhSkORA_qYrpNKOWl3pbtX1cBBJaYtn32HkJzOf9IYPU5g2Lg48XOf0htfoElpsFmAIv2svgoUgovIY50krhbYtNAN-98All5h40I0d995Em8eSMgXXOrvdJvVqchelB3ibGiWs&sig=AOD64_39LD5k_FDWeTarIlsT4dDzLEF8bw&client=ca-pub-2572892207479913&nb=8&adurl=http://www.solar-frontier.com/jpn/produce_consume/index.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiA_eb-BRB2EiwAGBnXXqLb7S-VEpKU3ybM__9t7_FSDVch2is9QrmyHL77CdmqK7hUxQyGJRoC4lgQAvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAYQW1tbW251bGwsWzIsOSwyMV0sbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLFsyXSxudWxsLHRydWVdLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8___OMGyDhzszhjZGIpzDbpbQYnkVazFN9mPiTnBu_rlAiTZWLEnCc_GSbGBIR_HJ1Czt1nR1dOtp0x_w3NRXgwjUm038VaS4cnuUb6shBgN5LScMgF1xko9qo1W3j6Nmq_UXDUd0KYj-3VUqmKJdfV4WH2E7Tu4HrQZKtdZROu0dl85S98gPbVHJ7gvkmHkc4z_jArfU-AdQQpMWZ0KsxgG-daBIPd1dlKOVVAmCoT4DkBIVbG-LPts-iQHjmv667sBp_x4t4X3Qb4ZI159wairJSytfOKoZWEnV4LIVS79LUXKtw11HaTQ,CSzHx6PjuKUjRRKd9iP3Mg&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAYQW1tbW251bGwsWzIsOSwyMV0sbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLFsyXSxudWxsLHRydWVdLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8___OMGyDhzszhjZGIpzDbpbQYnkVazFN9mPiTnBu_rlAiTZWLEnCc_GSbGBIR_HJ1Czt1nR1dOtp0x_w3NRXgwjUm038VaS4cnuUb6shBgN5LScMgF1xko9qo1W3j6Nmq_UXDUd0KYj-3VUqmKJdfV4WH2E7Tu4HrQZKtdZROu0dl85S98gPbVHJ7gvkmHkc4z_jArfU-AdQQpMWZ0KsxgG-daBIPd1dlKOVVAmCoT4DkBIVbG-LPts-iQHjmv667sBp_x4t4X3Qb4ZI159wairJSytfOKoZWEnV4LIVS79LUXKtw11HaTQ,CSzHx6PjuKUjRRKd9iP3Mg&source=display
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/space/2020/12/11/boeing-starliner-second-uncrewed-test-launch-date
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/space/2020/12/11/boeing-starliner-second-uncrewed-test-launch-date
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/space/2020/12/10/delta-iv-heavy-nro-spy-satellite-launch
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/space/2020/12/10/delta-iv-heavy-nro-spy-satellite-launch
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/space/2020/12/11/boeing-starliner-second-uncrewed-test-launch-date
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/space/2020/12/10/delta-iv-heavy-nro-spy-satellite-launch
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/weather
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/weather
https://spectrumnews1.com/splash.html#fl
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/live-video/login

2020/12/17 Record-Breaking Launches: Commercial Space Logs a Busy 2020

67°

ORLANDO > | DECEMBER 17,2020 LOG IN

RSS

FAQ

SITEMAP

CAREERS

STUDIO TOURS

TERMS

PRIVACY

CERTIFICATIONS

ADVERTISE WITH US

CALIFORNIA CONSUMER PRIVACY RIGHTS

CALIFORNIA CONSUMER DO NOT SELL MY PERSONAL INFORMATION

Copyright Charter Communications

https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2020/12/15/commercial-space-program-logs-a-busy-2020-for-rocket-launches 8/8


https://www.facebook.com/LikeNews13/
https://twitter.com/MyNews13
https://www.instagram.com/news13
https://www.mynews13.com/splash
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/about-us/contact-us
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/about-us
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/rss
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/about-us/faq
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/sitemap
https://jobs.spectrum.com/networks
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/about-us/studio-tours
https://www.spectrum.com/policies/residential-terms.html
https://www.spectrum.com/policies/privacy-policy.html
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/about-us/Certifications
https://www.spectrumreach.com/spectrum-news?utm_source=spectrumnews&utm_medium=tv&utm_content=spectrumnews&utm_campaign=florida_spectrumnews_tv
https://www.spectrum.com/policies/california
https://spectrum.com/policies/your-privacy-rights-opt-out
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/weather
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/weather
https://spectrumnews1.com/splash.html#fl
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/live-video/login

